
The Union’s work is very wide-

reaching and new issues arise every

day which need to be tackled, so it is a

good exercise to stand back once in a

while and take stock of our

achievements over the last few

months.  You will see from this leaflet

that our work continues apace across

all sectors in all parts of the country.

This work is made possible only through the support of our

members for which we are continually grateful.
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NFUS forces major
supermarket to re-think
meat labelling

What were we trying to
achieve? It was back at the
beginning of February this
year that the Union started
to receive complaints from
members that non-Scottish
produce was being
displayed on supermarket

shelves emblazoned by the Scottish flag. The Union decided that
because this could confuse consumers  (one member called up to say
his wife had accidentally bought meat from abroad, having been misled
by a Scotland-branded display) we would gather photographic
evidence of this so-called ‘co-mingling’ and present it to the
supermarkets.

What was the result? Examples of misleading labels and misplaced
products were sent in by NFUS members, members of the public and
journalists, and were duly submitted to the supermarkets in question.
The campaign was strengthened by newspaper coverage and radio
interviews.  In April, following meetings with senior Tesco
representatives, the supermarket outlined to us its recently introduced
signs, which highlight Scottish produce to consumers. Responding to
the Union’s concerns, Tesco is now adding additional information to
encourage customers to look for the Scottish flag on individual items
and on the shelves so they can pick out Scottish produce more easily.
We shall continue to press other supermarkets whose labelling is seen
as misleading.

DNA testing worth over
one million pounds
What were we trying to achieve? NFU Scotland ran a long-running
campaign to introduce a DNA system, which would allow cattle without
passports to be registered fully. NFUS spent two years pushing the issue
to the UK government and its agencies. 

What was the result? This paid off when the system was brought in on
6 April this year. Farmers can now arrange for a vet to take a DNA
sample of an animal and its mother, which is then sent to an approved
laboratory for testing. If the genetic link between the calf and the dam
is confirmed, the results can be sent by the farmer to the British Cattle
Movement Service (BCMS) which can issue a full passport; this can
boost an animal’s value from zero to between £500-900. The Union
estimates this breakthrough will be worth over a million pounds to the
Scottish beef industry and over £10 million UK-wide. 

One word of caution, though. Make sure you are confident of the
dam/calf link, as a negative DNA test will trigger a farm inspection. 

RURAL ISSUES TOP THE
ELECTION AGENDA
What were we trying to achieve? As the country’s major parties drew

up their manifestos, NFU Scotland met all their leaders to highlight how

important it was that they commit to farming issues in the pledges they

made to the Scottish electorate.  We even drew up our own manifesto,

which had a high-profile launch in the Scottish Parliament and was

covered on the BBC six o’clock news.

What was the result? A pre-election BBC poll of Scottish voters

named farming and fishing as the fifth most important issue out of

twenty five and a comparison of this year’s party manifestos shows a

much stronger commitment to rural issues.  These included cutting

red tape; promoting Scottish produce and greater control over

supermarkets; greater flexibility in interpreting local procurement

rules and a commitment to supporting and enabling new entrants to

the industry. 

Members can rest assured that our activity in the Scottish Parliament

and our representation to the new Scottish Executive will be as strong

as ever as new MSPs embark on the next Parliamentary term.

Jim Mclaren - NFUS President



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


