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The Union’s work is very wide-
reaching and new issues arise every
day which need to be tackled, so itis a
good exercise to stand back once in a
while and take stock of our
achievements over the last few
months. You will see from this leaflet
that our work continues apace across
all sectors in all parts of the country.
This work is made possible only through the support of our

members for which we are continually grateful.

NFUS forces major
supermarket to re-think
meat labelling

What were we trying to
achieve? It was back at the

RURAL ISSUES TOP THE
ELECTION AGENDA

What were we trying to achieve? As the country’s major parties drew

beginning of February this
year that the Union started
to receive complaints from
members that non-Scottish
produce was being
displayed on supermarket
shelves emblazoned by the Scottish flag. The Union decided that

up their manifestos, NFU Scotland met all their leaders to highlight how
because this could confuse consumers (one member called up to say

important it was that they commit to farming issues in the pledges they
his wife had accidentally bought meat from abroad, having been misled
by a Scotland-branded display) we would gather photographic
evidence of this so-called ‘co-mingling’ and present it to the

supermarkets.

made to the Scottish electorate. We even drew up our own manifesto,
which had a high-profile launch in the Scottish Parliament and was
covered on the BBC six o’clock news.

What was the result? A pre-election BBC poll of Scottish voters
P P What was the result? Examples of misleading labels and misplaced

named farming and fishing as the fifth most important issue out of S W et oo oy DTS s, sy s e g

twenty five and a comparison of this year’s party manifestos shows a journalists, and were duly submitted to the supermarkets in question.

much stronger commitment to rural issues. These included cutting The campaign was strengthened by newspaper coverage and radio

el Ul (VORGSR el gl gunel o interviews. In April, following meetings with senior Tesco

supermarkets; greater flexibility in interpreting local procurement representatives, the supermarket outlined to us its recently introduced
signs, which highlight Scottish produce to consumers. Responding to
the Union’s concerns, Tesco is now adding additional information to

encourage customers to look for the Scottish flag on individual items

rules and a commitment to supporting and enabling new entrants to
the industry.

Members can rest assured that our activity in the Scottish Parliament
and our representation to the new Scottish Executive will be as strong
as ever as new MSPs embark on the next Parliamentary term.

and on the shelves so they can pick out Scottish produce more easily.
We shall continue to press other supermarkets whose labelling is seen
as misleading.
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