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NFUScotland
Rural Centre — West Mains, Ingliston
Newbridge, Midlothian EH28 8LT
Tel: 07780 607 225

Email: beatrice.morrice@nfus.org.uk

Cabinet Secretary Gillian Martin MSP and Minister Jim Fairlie MSP
Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

24 August 2026

Dear Cabinet Secretary and Minister,

| am writing following the introduction of the Temporary Control Zone (TCZ) for

Bluetongue, covering much of Dumfries and Galloway and parts of Ayrshire.

We fully recognise the seriousness of the situation and the need to take appropriate
steps to control the spread of disease. Farmers in the affected area understand that
too. However, they are now being asked to carry a significant burden to help protect
the wider Scottish livestock industry, and that must be recognised and supported by

the Scottish Government.

The timing could hardly be more challenging. We are approaching a critical period for
store and breeding sales, with significant numbers of cattle, calves and lambs due to
move in the coming weeks. Restrictions on those movements will have serious
practical and financial consequences and, if prolonged, could create animal welfare

issues.
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Immediate action on vaccination and movements

Our immediate priority is supporting vaccination and ensuring essential livestock

movements can take place safely. We are asking the Scottish Government to:

Fund the cost of testing animals required to move out of the TCZ.

e Secure, or underwrite the supply of, sufficient vaccine and work with veterinary
practices to prioritise and coordinate supply within the TCZ and an appropriate
buffer zone.

» Help fund vaccination within the TCZ and an appropriate buffer zone, prioritising
animals that need to move for welfare reasons.

o Ensure the vaccination recording system is robust, traceable and compatible
with the system operating in England.

» Provide a practical route forward for producers who need to move animals but

have been unable to vaccinate before 10 September.

Clear and timely information
We also urgently need clearer and faster information from the Scottish Government.
Farmers need timely updates on confirmed cases, restrictions and livestock

movements to make important business and animal welfare decisions.

NFU Scotland is working hard to keep our members informed, but the definitive source
of information must be government. We need more regular and prominent updates,
clear and consistent messaging on vaccination, and practical guidance through the

Farm Advisory Service, including straightforward FAQs and guidance on movements.
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Building Scotland’s disease resilience
This outbreak also demonstrates the importance of a properly funded and resilient
animal health system. Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) must have sufficient
resources to respond quickly in affected areas, backed by longer-term investment in

Scotland’s surveillance, diagnostics, veterinary capacity and disease control.

Farmers in the affected area understand why action is necessary. But they cannot be
expected to shoulder the consequences of protecting the wider industry alone. They
need clear information, access to vaccination and practical support, and they need it

quickly.

NFU Scotland stands ready to work constructively with you both, Government officials
and veterinary authorities. | would welcome the opportunity to discuss these asks with

you urgently.

Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Connon

NFU Scotland President

Cc: Shiela Voas, Chief Veterinary Officer
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