
Guidance for Farmers During COVID-19 
  

NFU Scotland is aware that some members are experiencing unprecedented levels 
of public access during the current Covid-19 pandemic. The following guidance has 
been prepared to help inform farmers and help them manage the practical 
implications of increased and concentrated public access. 
 
Do public access rights still apply during Covid-19?  
 

Yes, a responsible right of access still applies to the countryside during Covid-19.  
 
What can I expect from the public during Covid-19? 
 
As far as outdoor access is concerned, public access rights only apply in so far as 
they are exercised responsibly.  
 
The public is permitted to exercise once per day, from home, and to maintain social 
distancing of 2 meters from people who are from out with their own household. 
 
Are any specific areas of my farm are excluded from public access rights?  
 
Yes, the following areas remain excluded from public access rights.  
 

• Land in which crops have been sown or are growing  
• Buildings, structures or works, plant and machinery  
• Caravans  
• Curtilage of buildings which are not a house (such as farm buildings)  
• Gardens of residential properties  
• Land developed as part of a recreational purpose  

 
What are my legal responsibilities under the legislation? 
 
It is important to note that despite Covid19, landowners’ legal duties under the Land 
Reform Act (2003) remain unchanged.  
 
You have a duty to ensure that the public can exercise their access rights.  You also 
have a legal duty to use and manage your land in a responsible way, having regard 
to public access.   
 
It is important to note that you are prohibited from obstructing or discouraging 
reasonable public access.  This includes using signage to deter reasonable rights of 
public access.  Signage should be used to guide and inform and only contain 
reasonable requests.   You can use the NFUS signage which has been produced 
specifically for COVID19, or you may wish to use one of the more specific signs 
which relate to specific farm activities.  
 
I don’t agree that public access should be allowed during this time of 
pandemic, can I close my land? 
 



NFU Scotland understands that farmers are concerned about the risk of catching 
Covid-19 from the public. Local Authorities already have the power to exempt areas 
of land from access rights on a temporary basis. In practice, this occurs rarely, but If 
you feel that there is no other option available to you, or that there is a particularly 
high level of risk to you or those you live with, you can contact your local authority 
access officer to discuss this option further. 
 
I am adhering to social distancing, but I am worried about encountering the 
public when I am going about my day to day farming activities, what should I 
do? 
 
You should ensure that you always maintain a social distance of 2 meters from any 
member of the public you encounter. If you are working in certain areas where you 
feel there may be a risk of encountering the public, you should use the sign below to 
highlight your presence.  
 
Signage: https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-
09/Sign%20template%20-%20land%20management%20operations.pdf 
 
 
I have several footpaths running through my farm which have gates and 
styles, I am worried about the public spreading Covid-19 when using these, 
what can I do? 
 
Covid-19 can live on various surfaces, but the exact length of time for each material 
is unclear.  Government advice is that the risk of catching the virus from surfaces is 
very low.   However, you should try to avoid touching gates, fences or styles on 
footpaths. If you must touch any of these surfaces, you should disinfect them before 
and afterwards and wear gloves.  To minimise contact that the public has with gates 
on footpaths, you may wish to open these where stock management allows.  
   
The public are walking through my lambing sheep/calving cows, what are my 
rights?  
 
The public is not permitted to take access to fields where there are young livestock-
this is not responsible access. You should use signage to alert the public to the 
presence of young livestock to help them avoid such fields. 
 
https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-
09/Sign%20template%20-%20lambing.pdf 
 
https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20young%20livestock.pdf 

I am suffering from problems with livestock worrying or loose and 

uncontrolled dogs, what can I do? 

Livestock worrying is a crime and it is a defence for a farmer to shoot a dog found 

worrying livestock. However, this should be a last resort and you must have no other 

practicable option available to you.  
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You should report livestock worrying to Police Scotland on 999 (if in progress) or 101 

(if it has previously occurred). If you are suffering from repeated problems with a 

local dog, you should contact your local Dog Warden to request that a Dog Control 

Order is placed on the dog. 

 

I am on an urban fringe and I am experiencing access problems and 
unprecedented levels of irresponsible access, what should I do?  
 

If you are experiencing issues you should consider using the signage that NFUS has 
produced for Covid19. You may also wish to consider using one of the Scottish 
Natural Heritage signs for specific problems-there are links to these at the end of the 
document. 
 

I am concerned that the public are driving to take exercise on my farmland, I 
have encountered issues such as blocked tracks and gateways, what can I do? 
 
The public is not permitted to drive to take exercise during the current pandemic. If 
you are concerned that cars are parking at specific areas of your farm you can use 
the NFUS signage provided. You should also ensure that you note car registration 
plates and report these to Police Scotland on 101. 
 

 

I would like to use signage that is specific to certain issues I am encountering 

on my farm-what other signs are available? 

There are a variety of signs available from Scottish Natural Heritage as below: 

Lambing 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20lambing.pdf 

Young Livestock (cattle) 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20young%20livestock.pdf 

Wildlife/Ground Nesting Birds 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20wildlife%20breeding.pdf 

Field Margins 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20wildlife%20field%20margin%20and%20dogs.pdf 

Land Management Operations 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20land%20management%20operations.pdf 

Farm Traffic 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20farm%20traffic.pdf 
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Woodland Management 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/sites/default/files/2018-09/Sign%20template%20-

%20woodland%20management.pdf 

I am concerned that the public will not adhere to my signage, what can I do? 

To give the best chance of the public complying with reasonable requests, you 

should make sure that you make signs easy to see and time sensitive. This gives the 

best opportunity of the public adhering to your request. You should remove signs as 

soon as the are no longer required. 

If I have issues that I wish to discuss further, what should I do? 

You should contact your local NFUS Regional Manager who will be able to put you in 

touch with your local access officer.  
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