
 

 

 

Weekly update – 23 October 2020 

Here to help To speak to someone at head office call 0131 472 4000 or email: 

info@nfus.org.uk  As well as following NFU Scotland on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, we 

urge you to download the NFU Scotland phone app from your app store. 

STOP PRESS – AgriScot is on! Book Now A packed programme of seminars and discussion 

will be on offer on Wednesday 18 November when the first-ever online AgriScot event takes 

place.  Top of the Bill will be, at midday, the traditional NFUS/ScotGov debate involving 

President Andrew McCornick and Cab Sec Fergus Ewing. 

The hugely popular dairy farming panel session, hosted by The Scottish Dairyhub with the 

support of Kite Consulting, will then take place from 13:00-14:00. Panellists will include Robert 

Graham, from Scotland’s best-selling brand, Grahams Dairies, Market Analyst Chris Walkland 

and new AHDB Chair Nicholas Saphir. Becki Leach from Kite and Stuart Martin from the 

Scottish Dairy Hub will co-host the discussions. 

There is a packed programme of events throughout the day.  People can sign in on the day, 

but the organisers are urging delegates to register now.   

To sign up as delegate to AgriScot 2020 online, please visit: Hopin.to/events/agriscot-2020 

Spring forward fall back A reminder that the clocks go back this Sunday (25 October).  

With the winter months approaching, our colleagues at NFU Mutual are reminding us that 

darker nights bring a spike in criminal activity and now is the time to check you have safety 

measures in place.  To hear NFU Mutual’s Winter Rural Crime podcast, available from 

today, please click smarturl.it/aheadofthefield 

In this week’s news 

Outrage at response to asbestos fly-tipping – calls for National Fly-Tipping Strategy 

Positive Night of Ping Pong in the Lords over Agriculture Bill 

CLOSING ON SUNDAY farming’s climate change response – have your say 

Tips on avoiding fuel filter blocking this winter 

Scottish success at British Farming Awards 
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Outrage at response to asbestos fly-tipping Tens of thousands took to our Facebook 

page to lambast the response of agencies – Police Scotland, Local Authority, SEPA – to the 

disgusting case of hazardous asbestos being dumped on a farm near Annan this week.  

Every agency shifted responsibility to another.  

As a result, the farmer faces a four-figure bill 

for disposing of mess.  Unacceptable and NFU 

Scotland will be ramping up its calls for a 

national fly-tipping strategy. 

Fly-tipping strategy Scottish Government 

and local authorities have failed to address the 

blight of fly-tipping in the countryside.  Covid-

19 restrictions on local authority recycling 

centres earlier in the year saw a severe spike in fly-tipping incidents across Scotland and, 

despite recycling centres re-opening, fly-tipping incidents are still being recorded daily by 

NFU Scotland members.  Cases have included rotting meat, domestic appliances, 

household waste, builder’s rubble, garden cuttings, pallets, and garage waste including tyres 

and car batteries. To address this, NFU Scotland is calling for: 

• A national fly-tipping strategy to be delivered by Scottish Government as a matter of 

urgency. 

• Local authorities to provide financial assistance to help land managers clean up and 

prevent disposal of fly-tipped waste.  

• Where fly-tipping is of a hazardous nature, greater and urgent delivery of support 

must be given to landowners, including financial grants to access professional waste 

removal services. 

• Greater householder responsibility to ensure their waste is disposed of legally and 

more punitive action directed to those who use illegal waste carriers. 

• Greater resource to be made available to Police Scotland, other investigative bodies 

such as SEPA, and local authorities to pursue fly-tippers. 

• The creation of a national database of fly-tipping, requiring compulsory, monthly 

reporting on fly-tipping from local authorities and figures to include information about 

fly-tipping events on private lands. 

 

 



Covid-19 –Update  

What happens if I have stock to look after but I have been told to self-isolate due to 

COVID-19?  NFUS has been informed by the Scottish Government that key agricultural 

workers who are required to self-isolate as a case or contact of a case should be able to 

leave their home to tend to their livestock / other farm duties, as long as they are not in 

contact with other people in the course of their duties or during travel to/from work. 

The latest ScotGov guidance with regards to animal health and welfare can be found at: 

https://bit.ly/3jSb7sC 

Coronavirus webpages To keep members as up to date as possible during these uncertain 

times, a reminder that NFU Scotland set up a dedicated coronavirus section on its website 

which has topped 145,000 visits.  With info on jobs, support, assistance etc, one of the most 

popular section has been our Covid-19 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) page which is 

updated regularly by our hard-working policy team. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirusqa.aspx.   

RuralCOVIDLife Survey – give your feedback RuralCovidLife is a survey, led by 

Edinburgh Uni, about coronavirus (COVID-19). It's been created to understand how COVID-

19 measures have affected the health and 

wellbeing of people living in rural Scottish 

communities. The questions have been tailored 

and designed by people from rural 

communities.  They hope to 

understand whether rural communities are 

being affected differently from other Scottish 

communities. They can then look at why there 

may be differences and learn how rural 

communities can be better supported.  The 

survey includes questions on employment, 

community, mental health, wellbeing and more.  Please to take part! Have your voice heard. 

Get involved at: https://www.ed.ac.uk/generation-scotland/covidlife-volunteers/ruralcovidlife/  

This week’s news 

Agriculture Bill Ping pong between the two houses over the Agriculture Bill saw another 

positive night of lobbying on Monday when the Lords revisited and redrafted two 

amendments to the bill and sent it back to the Commons.  Timing for Round Three in this 

battle has yet to be set.  Those amendments have the backing of cross parties, stakeholders 
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and the general public.  One amendment deals with equivalence with UK standards for 

imports and the other relates to parliamentary scrutiny on trade deals. 

Full text of the amendments is available here: 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/58-01/141/5801141-I.pdf 

• Evidence given to the House of Lords on what the issues around a US/UK trade deal 

are likely to be was eye-opening. The Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy has a 

30-year history of pursuing solutions that benefit family farmers, rural communities 

and the planet. This institute teamed up with ‘Sustain’, a charitable organisation 

looking at ways to better promote sustainable farming. In their submission, IATP and 

Sustain outlined what could emerge from the current fast-paced talks and the 

significant risks posed to UK food and farming practices.   In a blog this week, Martin 

describes the Institute’s view of negotiations as enlightening and well worth reading: 

https://www.iatp.org/blog/202010/us-uk-trade-deal-threat-food-and-farmers  It looks 

at implications for plant protection products, animal transport, animal welfare, animal 

health and labelling. 

CLOSING ON SUNDAY Scottish agriculture’s climate change response – have your 

say Farmers and crofters are asked to engage with Scotland’s fledgling Climate Assembly to 

ensure food and farming are at the heart of the nation’s climate change 

response.  Specifically, the assembly asked to consider ‘how should Scotland change to 

tackle the climate emergency in an effective and fair way?’.   

The Assembly is currently collecting thoughts and ideas on Scotland’s climate change 

response from all interested individuals at https://scotclimateca.dialogue-app.com/how-

should-scotland-change-to-tackle-the-climate-emergency-in-an-effective-and-fair-way  

It is scheduled to report to the Scottish Parliament on the outcomes of its deliberations at the 

end of February 2021. 

A stewarding group, established to ensure balance and legitimacy in the establishment, 

conduct and reporting of the Assembly has been established and includes NFU Scotland 

President Andrew McCornick. 

Autumn Conference – Regional Land Use Partnerships – Opportunity or Threat? Last 

night’s (Thursday 28 October) NFU Scotland’s Autumn Conference attracted over 130 

participants and sparked some lively debate as well as highlighting some key concerns 

farmers and crofters have about the proposals. 

Speakers Sally Reynolds (Commissioner, Scottish Land Commission) and Fiona Taylor 

(Head of Land Reform and Land Use, Scottish Government) provided an outline of 
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proposals and how if established correctly, RLUPs could prove an opportunity to improve 

land use and tackle climate change, one of the key drivers behind the creation of the 

Partnerships.   

Commenting after the webinar, Andrew McCornick said; “I am deeply concerned that 

agriculture, as the foremost land use in Scotland, has not featured strongly enough in the 

Commission’s considerations. NFUS staff and members have a critical role to play in 

engaging with ongoing discussions in relation to these partnerships.”  

“Ensuring all sectors of agriculture are represented on these Partnerships is a key priority for 

NFUS. The Union is well placed to dedicate significant time and resource to ensuring the 

voice of Scotland’s farmers and crofters is heard.” 

NFU Scotland would like to thank both speakers for taking part. 

Get Prepared for Brexit - NFUS webpage With the Brexit transition period ending on 31 

December 2020 it is important to prepare your business for every eventuality. To do this the 

Union has created a new portal on their website to help members plan for the future: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/policy/brexit/prepare-your-business.aspx   

The pages provide step-by-step signposting for members to consider, starting with key 

questions to ask yourself; links to specialist UK Government guidance; who to speak to 

(suppliers, staff, agencies); and where to find further tailored guidance. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/union-looks-to-prepare-members-for-brexit-d-day  

REMINDER – Workers from the EU must register for Settled Status NFU Scotland 

members who are, or who employ, staff from the EU are reminded that any EU citizen who 

wishes to continue working in the UK in either a temporary or a permanent basis must 

register for the EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS) to secure their status from January 2021. 

The Scheme will close on 30 June 2021, however, all eligible residents to apply before the 

end of 2020. 

More details on the Scheme, and the application portal, is online here: 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families. You can find out more information on 

this and NFU Scotland’s work on the new immigration system at our Brexit Preparedness 

Hub here: https://www.nfus.org.uk/policy/brexit.aspx 
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For any staff who required more tailored advice, the Citizens Rights Project provides free 

and regulated immigration advice in various European languages across Scotland. The 

Citizens Advice Project can be contacted at: 

info@citizensrightsproject.org / 

07518926137. For more information visit: 

www.citizensrightsproject.org  

• Holyrood Communications has 

partnered with the UK Government on a series 

of webinars focused on preparing Scottish 

businesses for the action they need to take as 

the EU transition deadline approaches.  The 

first webinar is scheduled for 29 October, 14.00 

– 15.00, and is with the Home Office.  It will 

focus on the points-based immigration system and EU settlement scheme. Insight 

will come from Home Office officials who are working on the detail of the new 

systems.  It’s a free-to-attend series and there will be time for people to ask the 

questions on their mind.  People can register at this link: 

https://www.eventsforce.net/dods/8641/register. 

Joint Venture into Farming Webinar – 3 November New entrants, current farmers and 

landowners can learn more about a unique way of getting into agriculture or expanding 

current farming practices at a free webinar with leading industry experts, including Ian 

Davidson from the Scottish Land Matching Service. 

The Joint Ventures webinar, which is free to attend, will be held on Tuesday 3 November 

from 8pm to 9pm by the Farm Advisory Service (FAS).  It will explain how farmers can build 

and develop a business for a low capital investment, landlord and contractors’ perspectives, 

the legalities of joint ventures and how to avoid problems, and information about the 

opportunities that currently exist. 

Tips on avoiding fuel filter blocking this winter As we move from autumn into winter, and 

the prospect of problems with fuel and filters as seen in 2019, it is worth looking at the 

seasonality factors that affect diesel and gasoil fuels according to Nigel Elliot, chair of the 

BSI Agricultural Filter Blocking Taskforce in a guest blog for NFU Scotland.  According to 

Nigel, who has 40 years’ experience in the oil industry, the take home messages for farmers 

and crofters are: 
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• Winter grade fuel will operate all year round, whilst summer grade will not perform in 

winter due to waxing. Therefore, Farmers and crofters should aim to use all their 

summer fuel before the winter months. 

• The application of cold flow additives is specific to the fuel blends and best done in 

warm conditions, before waxing occurs. Nigel notes “Aftermarket cold flow additives 

can disrupt the careful matching 

process and deteriorate cold flow 

performance and are generally not 

recommended.  Cold flow 

additives also need to be 

thoroughly blended into the fuel 

and this is ideally done under 

warm conditions with good mixing 

energy, such as during production 

at the refinery.  It is therefore a 

waste of time adding additional 

cold flow additives at low 

temperatures as they will not be mixed properly and if wax precipitation has already 

started, will not have any effect and can make things worse by increasing filter 

blocking.” 

• Farmers and crofters should aim to have used as much fuel as possible to prepare to 

receive winter grade fuel from 16 November.   According to Nigel: “This should 

ensure the maximum protection through the winter period.”   

To read the full blog, go to: https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/guest-blog  

What can members do if they are experiencing fuel problems? In the first instance, we 

are asking members to notify their Regional Managers of any issues related to filter 

blocking.   In contacting the Regional Team, NFUS will be able to keep track of the if and 

where filter blocking problems are occurring.  It will allow NFUS to report problems to the 

Agricultural Filter Blocking Taskforce in a timely manner.   

Scottish Agritourism Conference – President Andrew McCornick joins line up of 

speakers for 12 Nov The Scottish Agritourism Conference takes place on Thursday 12 

November from 0945 to 1300.  All NFU Scotland members are welcome to attend online. 

Tickets are £25 plus VAT for non-members of Scottish Agritourism, 4 tickets per business for 

Scottish Agritourism members. Full line up and tickets available 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/guest-blog


here  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-agritourism-virtual-conference-tickets-

123473415309?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch 

Focus on fodder beet A new three-part video series has been launched by Quality Meat 

Scotland (QMS), in partnership with SAC Consulting, to highlight the potential of feeding 

fodder beet to livestock this winter.  A new guide Maximising the Potential of Fodder Beet for 

Livestock – Grazing where to start? will also be available and includes additional information 

about the benefits of grazing fodder beet, how to estimate yield, transitioning stock onto 

beet, and top tips on field layout and contingency planning.  The three-part video series and 

guide is available on YouTube via the QMSMoo Tube channel, and the QMS website 

www.qmsscotland.co.uk. 

NEXT WEEK - Join AHDB for launch of latest Scottish Strategic Dairy Farm Join AHDB 

for the launch of its new Scottish spring block calving strategic dairy farm, Millands Farm, 

based near Galston in Ayrshire on Wednesday 28 October at 12 noon. 

For more details and to sign up go to: https://ahdb.org.uk/events/strategic-dairy-farm-launch-

ayrshire  

Working for Waders Small Grants Fund pilot for farmers and other land managers to help 

save our waders is now open at: https://www.workingforwaders.com/small-

grants?fbclid=IwAR2p5ogol-

XvSWqWkIBS46xMVGQpbdw8GA8D_dd9CLU58Fn8yBs3NVmTYzI 

The fund opened on October 1st and applications will be assessed on receipt of a completed 

application form. There are no deadlines, but the funded activity must be completed by the 

end of March 2021. 

Soil & Nutrient The second of the FAS, Scottish borders soil & nutrient network meetings 

will take place on Tuesday 27th October at 13:00  (in the form of a webinar), with host 

farmer Tommy Clark, Kerchesters Farm, Kelso.  The guest speaker is Audrey Litterick – 

Soil/Compost specialist and director of Earthcare Technical.   For more info & to register for 

the meeting, please click https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4078752043214172428 

or contact george.gauley@sac.co.uk 
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All welcome to NFUS Wigtown Branch Virtual Farm Tour – Tuesday 27 October at 7pm 

We invite you to join NFUS Wigtown Branch Chairman Gregor Christie for a virtual tour of 

his farm – followed by the 

opportunity to ask questions.  Airlour 

Farm (Dourie Farming Co. Ltd) is an 

intensive 200 sow pig breeding and 

finishing unit. Stocked in 2013 with 

Danish genetics, this state-of-the-art 

facility strives to be a world leader in the unsubsidised business of pig production.   

For Zoom Login details, please email – teresa.dougall@nfus.org.uk  

Chance to hear and quiz Kate Rowell, QMS Chair - Wednesday 28 October at 7.30pm  

Kate Rowell will give an update on current QMS activity 

followed by Q&A session. All welcome.  

To join the meeting - 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88663372942 

For further information or assistance on how to join the 

meeting, contact Lisa Roberts on lisa.roberts@nfus.org.uk or 

07789 796582 

 

If crops are your thing, we're hiring! Our long serving arable, potatoes and horticultural 

guru Peter Loggie is retiring in April 2021 and we are on the look-out for the next Policy 

Manager to fill a post that Peter has very ably filled 

for many years. 

Do you have a passion for Scotland's crops, veg 

and soft fruit sector? Do you have the ability to 

influence decision making at the highest levels to 

create an environment in which our farmers and 

growers can be successful?  

This could be the job for you! 

For more information about this vacancy go to 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/about-nfus/vacancies.aspx.  

Careers day for service leavers Ruralink will host its unique Rural Careers Insight Day 

Scotland on 19 November from 12.00 to 5.00 pm. This online event will be packed full of 

inspirational talks including from ex-forces people who are now making their careers working 
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outdoors in land-management and employers and professional bodies actively looking to 

recruit from this highly skilled and motivated talent pool.  At the event, our Treasurer Rupert 

Shaw (ex-Army) will provide an overview of the food production sector in Scotland as well as 

some comments on his personal resettlement journey. Find out more at www.ruralink.org.uk   

Come and join us - Insurance Sales Agent / NFU Scotland Group Secretary – Kirkwall 

Agency and the Keith/Turriff Agency Join our Kirkwall Agency or our Keith & Turriff 

Agency and you will benefit from working alongside an established Senior Agent. As an 

Agent, you’ll be your own boss, running an agency under NFU Mutual's name, selling its 

award-winning products and services. You’ll also play a major role in the farming community 

as your area’s NFU Scotland Group Secretary. This will put you at the heart of the local rural 

community.  For an informal conversation and for more information contact Michaela Holder 

michaela_holder@nfumutual.co.uk or 07583682830. More details at: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/about-nfus/vacancies.aspx  

Keep on running for RSABI this January! Farmers are joining to mark 'Ag Mental Health 

Week' with an exciting new challenge to bring the industry together one mile at a time.  

'Run1000' is a new challenge which calls on individuals to sign up to be part of five teams – 

Scotland, England, Ireland, Wales and the rest of the world – to raise awareness and 

support for mental health charities, whilst boosting their own mental wellbeing through a 

team running challenge.  The competition will take place between January 1 and 31, 2021, 

and will see each team run 1000 miles with the nation that reaches the milestone first, 

announced the winner.  The initiative hopes to raise awareness and funds for charities that 

have been impacted by the lack of fundraising events this year. There is a £20 joining fee for 

those who sign up which will be divided equally between five charities, selected by the team 

captains – RSABI, The Farming Community, Embrace Farm, The Do More Agriculture 

Foundation, and DPJ Foundation. If you would like to take part and join TeamScotland in the 

upcoming challenge, visit www.agri5nations.com, click on your team and make your £20 

contribution.  

Christmas is coming - Advertising opportunity: The December issue of Scottish Farming 

Leader will be running a Christmas shopping guide.  If you are looking for an opportunity to 

promote your farm shop, café, online orders or Christmas gifts please contact Shona Smith 

(shona@connectcommunications.co.uk) before 3 November.  Please note the December 

issue will be published on 23 November so still time to shop. 

Scottish success at British Farming Awards Lots of Scottish success at the 2020 British 

Farming Awards, organised by Farmers Guardian and supported by Morrisons. 
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Agri-tech Innovator of the Year Winners – Gold - Marc Skivington, Smart Farmer,, Slainspark 

Farm, Aberdeenshire and Silver - David Farquhar, IGS, Invergowrie (Intelligent Growth 

Solutions), Perthshire. 

Contractor Innovator of the Year Winners – Gold - Steven Rolfe, Stevie Rolfe Cattle 

Services, Lanarkshire. 

Machinery Innovator of the Year Winners – Silver - Gordon Stephen, Wagglehill Croft, 

Aberdeenshire. 

New Entrant Award: Against the Odds Winners – Silver - Ross and Kirsty Williams, Upper 

Tullochbeg, Aberdeenshire. 

Sheep Innovator of the Year Winners – Gold - John Howie, Girtridge Farm, Ayrshire 

Click on the names to read a bit more about these great ambassadors for our industry. 

Coming soon!  Thanks to support from NFU Mutual, we hope to have 

a brand-new stock of our distinctive livestock worrying signs for gates 

and fences.  A new run of 5000 signs has been approved and we 

hope to have these distributed to local offices as soon as they arrive.   

November Scottish Farming Leader – it’s in the post Keep your 

eagle-eyes out for your copy of the November 

issue of Scottish Farming Leader your award-

winning members’ magazine.  This issue will 

focus on species management and mental 

health as well as bringing you the latest policy 

and regional updates. It’s in the post and will 

be with you shortly.  Remember - you can 

also view this on our App. 
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