
 

 

 

Weekly update – 7 August 2020 

Here to help To speak to someone at head office call 0131 472 4000 or email: 

info@nfus.org.uk  As well as following NFU Scotland on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, we 

urge you to download the NFU Scotland phone app from your app store. 

Union warns against COVID Complacency With the hugely important autumn sales 

looming, a Scottish farmer has used NFU Scotland’s blog to warn fellow farmers and crofters 

against complacency about Covid-19. The 

farmer, who wishes to remain anonymous, and 

his family were all struck down by the disease 

in the early stages of the outbreak.  He states: 

“I have grave concerns that members of our 

farming community are not taking Covid-19 

seriously.  Some farmers are paying little heed 

to social distancing with anecdotal reports of 

reasonable sized gatherings and little concern 

for the health of each other or that of their 

family.  Stay safe and do not get complacent.”  

Read the full blog at: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/warning-on-covid-complacency--a-farmers-blog--4-

august-2020  

If selling or buying at forthcoming sales, it is absolutely imperative that all adhere to the strict 

guidelines prepared by the Institute of Auctioneers.  Read the latest guidance that MUST be 

followed on auction mart premises at: https://iaas.co.uk/iaas-updates-auction-market-

guidelines/   Read our ‘Staying Safe at the Sales’ blog from GP John Locke at: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/staying-safe-at-the-sales--a-gps-blog--29-july-2020 

'Opt In' to Payment Offer Scottish farmers and crofters have started to receive loan 

scheme offer letters from Scottish Government and NFU Scotland is urging recipients to 'opt 

in'.  We know that many of the 16,000 letters issued to date have already been returned and 

we would urge, where possible, to reply using the simple email system. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/union-urges-those-receiving-loan-scheme-letters-to-opt-

in-to-payment-offer 
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Rise in costs in annual rural crime report NFU Mutual released their annual rural crime 

report which showed the cost of rural theft in Scotland rose 44.1 per cent to £2.3m in 2019 

as organised criminal gangs targeted farmers’ high-value tractors, quad bikes and livestock. 

Responding to the report, NFU Scotland Legal and Technical Chairman Tom French said: 

“These figures show just how high the cost of rural crime is on the countryside and the 

smaller communities that live in it. These costs have serious psychological and financial 

impact on farmers, crofters and wider rural economy and communities when they occur.  

“Vehicle and machinery are significant investments and theft can be a massive cost for any 

farm business. This can be an additional for farmers and crofters, who not only produce high 

quality food and drink but also act as custodians for our environment.”  

Regional Land Use Partnerships – have your say NFU Scotland is consulting on the 

development of Regional Land Use Partnerships.  The questions being asked were raised 

by the Scottish Land Commission Interim Report into RLUPs. It is vitally important that 

NFUS members engage with the development of these partnerships to ensure that the 

interests of practical land managers are at the forefront of representations made by NFUS. 

Members can respond online here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NFUScotlandRLUPs 

#NoWrongPath into agriculture This week saw students across Scotland receive their 

exam results, with many having to make major decisions based on these results.  

NFU Scotland reminded those receiving their results that there are a range of different 

positions within agriculture and many different ways to reach these careers.  

Through a series of case study videos, produced by SAYFC, NFU Scotland has been 

sharing the stories of different professionals working in different areas of agriculture to show 

that there is no wrong path when developing your career. 

The Union has also been promoting Lantra and the work it does to help young people into a 

career in agriculture through https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/careers/sector/326/agriculture  

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/union-supports-nowrongpath-on-exam-results-day  

NFU Scotland backing nationwide wool petition Please go to: 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/british-wool-for-british-insulation  and back this bid to 

boost wool manufacturing; promote the use of wool in the insulation and carpeting of homes, 

businesses and public buildings; develop a circular economy for this fantastic resource and 

help create a decent income from fleeces. 
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Faced with the current collapse in wool prices, NFU Scotland Vice President Martin Kennedy 

said: “We are pleased to support this much-needed campaign to find new and alternative 

uses for British wool.  

“There can be no better time to maximise the potential of our own natural products.  If we 

were to invest more in our processing sectors, we can create more jobs, add value to what 

we produce, become less reliant on imports thereby reducing emissions, and if we use wool 

then we will insulate and carpet our houses, businesses and buildings with one of the best 

known renewable resources there is on the planet. 

Dairy Contract Consultation – Huge turnout for online webinars Thank you to the 150 

dairy farmers who took part in this week’s webinars on dairy contracts and well done to 

George Jamieson, Stuart Martin and Gary Mitchell for encouraging such a great turnout. 

Scotland is urging all dairy farmers to engage with the long-awaited government consultation 

on dairy contracts and 

speak up for a more 

effective dairy supply 

chain, with fairer terms 

for farmers. 

The four UK farming 

Unions believe that this 

‘once in a generation’ 

opportunity to resolve the issues many dairy farmers and the dairy supply chain have as a 

consequence of contacts that are not in the best interest of both parties and the efficiency of 

the dairy sector. 

Go to: https://www.nfus.org.uk/policy/dairy/dairy-contracts.aspx and you will find everything 

you need to know about the consultation and how to respond.  

The Defra consultation can be found here and will remain open for responses until midnight 

on the 15 September 2020.  We urge all dairy farmers to complete this. To help NFUS 

formulate a response we would urge all farmers that complete the questionnaire to send us a 

PDF copy of their answers that they receive once completed.  Please send these PDFs 

to george.jamieson@nfus.org.uk 

Child safety on farms With a couple of weeks before most schools are set to go back, NFU 

Scotland put out another reminder to farmers and crofters about the importance of keeping 

children safe if they are on farm.  
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In May of this year, the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) updated their guidance on 

keeping children safe on farm which includes points about not allowing children under 13 to 

drive or ride on agricultural vehicles. For the full guidance go to 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/children.htm     

The Farm Safety Foundation (Yellow Wellies) also have an in depth guide for parents and 

teachers to having children on farm safely. The guide can be found at 

https://www.yellowwellies.org/a-guide-for-parents/  

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/children-must-be-kept-safe-on-farms-during-school-

holidays  

Coronavirus webpages To keep members as up to date as possible during these uncertain 

times, NFU Scotland set up a dedicated coronavirus section on its website which has topped 

145,000 visits.  With info on jobs, support, assistance etc, one of the most popular section 

has been our Covid-19 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) page which is updated regularly 

by our hard-working policy team. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirusqa.aspx.  Now in its 19th week, the FAQs 

has become a proven resource for farmers, crofters and growers alike and is even the first 

point of call for many professional services.  

COVID-19 Test and Protect As lockdown continues to ease, more restrictions are being 

lifted and the most vulnerable are coming out of shielding. The ‘Test and Protect’ measures 

are critical in helping us control the spread of the virus.  More information on what is required 

around testing, self-isolating and tracing at the following video links:  

Real Risk 30 sec - Self-Isolating and Booking a Test 

Reaching out 30 sec – Contact Tracing 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/union-reminder-on-mots-and-driving-licence-renewals 

Final Sefari paper on arable and climate change now out NFU Scotland has been rolling 

out the outcomes of joint work with the Scottish Environment, Food and Agriculture 

Research Institutes (SEFARI), a project set up last year to draw together evidence on 

greenhouse gas emissions and Scottish agriculture and examine some of the claims made 

about the sector.   The research, carried out by Dr Gemma Miller, has resulted in six 

factsheets.  The final blog in the series from Dr Miller looks at the impact of warmer and 

wetter winters, particularly on arable land left uncultivated over the winter and the role of 

cover crops, to prevent the loss of nutrients from arable soils over winter months and green 

manures grown with the specific purpose of improving soil structure and health. To read the 
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blog go to: https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/scottish-environment-food-and-agriculture-

research-institutes-sefari-fellowship-blog-3-august-2020 

The final factsheet from NFU Scotland’s partnership work with SEFARI looks at the impacts 

of Scottish arable production on climate change. Dr Gemma Miller’s final blog as part of this 

fellowship looks at what warmer and wetter winters could mean for arable land in Scotland, 

and is available to read here: https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/scottish-environment-food-

and-agriculture-research-institutes-sefari-fellowship-blog-3-august-2020   

All factsheets from the fellowship are available to read on the NFU Scotland website, here: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/policy/environment-and-land-use/sefari-fellowship.aspx   

NFUS would like to thank Dr Gemma Miller and colleagues at SEFARI for their hard work 

and commitment on producing this research. 

Have you used Scotland’s Farm Advisory Service?  Scottish Government is conducting a 

survey of those who have used the Farm Advisory Service (FAS), a link to which is available 

here.  This will provide valuable information on how the advice service has been performing. 

Send us your harvest pics! Great to see tatties being lifted at North Berwick this week.  

With combines rolling though our OSR and our winter barley crops, NFU Scotland is always 

delighted to share any harvest pics you have on our social media sites.  Send pics to 

media@nfus.org.uk with some details on where you are and what you are harvesting and we 

can share them with our 11,000 followers. 

SEAMS event online The SEAMS crop mixture project has been running at the James 

Hutton Institute for some time, looking at the potential benefits of simultaneous growing of 

crops within a field.  They are holding an online even on 11 August (1730 to 1900).  The 

event will involve a range of material, starting off with the SEAMS video and then a panel 

discussion focussing on why farmers are growing intercrops, what the major challenges are, 

and how these can be overcome (or where challenges still remain). Registration is now open 

at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-field-day-crop-mixtures-tickets-114641961192 

Seed scam threatens Scottish plant health and environment 

Unsolicited packets of seeds are being linked to a scam which could seriously threaten plant 

health. 
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The Union is warning anyone who has 

received packets of seeds, usually from 

China, which they did not order to not plant or 

compost them as they may contain plant pests 

or diseases which could put our homegrown 

plants and environment at risk. 

The official advice from the Animal and Plant 

Health Agency (APHA) is that if you have 

received seeds by post that you didn't order 

please email details to: info@sasa.gov.scot  

For more information go to https://www.nfus.org.uk/…/scottish-public-urged-to-buy-plan… 

Land rights webinar series Registration is open for the Scottish Land Commission’s 

webinar series, ‘Putting into Practice Land Rights and Responsibilities’.  Each webinar will 

be around an hour long and will be a mix of presentation and Q & As.   

• Land Ownership by Private Trusts/Charities - Tuesday 18 August, 2-3pm 

• Diversification of Ownership and Tenure and Negotiating Transfer of Land to 

Communities - Tuesday 25 August, 2-3pm 

• Good Stewardship of Land - Tuesday 1 September, 2-3pm 

To find out more and sign up for the webinars, please visit: 

https://landcommission.gov.scot/our-work/good-practice/land-rights-and-responsibilities-

protocols   

Make sure Scottish agriculture is represented - Environmental Standards Scotland 

Board Chair & Members Sought (closing 7 September) Scottish Ministers are looking to 

appoint the first Chair and two Members to the Board of Environmental Standards Scotland.  

They will have a unique opportunity to influence the future direction of environmental 

governance in Scotland.  For further information on these appointments and to apply, please 

see: https://bit.ly/394hy7j 

Election 2021 – We Need Your Views The next Scottish Parliamentary election will take 

place in May 2021. In advance of the election, NFU Scotland (NFUS) will issue a manifesto, 

which is a set of policies which the Union will call on political parties to adopt if they are 

elected to form the next government. 
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So that the NFUS 2021 manifesto can be as robust as possible we are requesting the input 

of members now. Please respond to the consultation, either using this word document or 

online at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NFUS2021Manifesto  

Next Week - Rural Leadership taster webinar This year, due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

the popular programme, in its 14th year, is being offered in a virtual format with a focus on 

self-development.  It will run from October 2020 to March 2021, and will involve more than 

40 hours of workshops, team tasks, group discussions and one-to-one coaching sessions, 

made up of short one to two-hour sessions. SAC Consulting is looking to recruit 40 

applicants from across Scotland. 

The cost of the programme is £400 (plus VAT) and applications are invited until 31 August.  

In the meantime, potential applicants can join an information webinar on Wednesday 12 

August at 1.30pm to find out more about the programme. To register your interest in the 

programme or to receive webinar joining instructions, please contact Aileen Carr at: 

Aileen.Carr@sac.co.uk. 

Come and Join us  

Opportunities to join the top team at NFU Scotland and NFU Mutual have opened up at our 

Turriff and Keith agency and in our Kirkwall office.  For more info on the vacancies go to: 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/about-nfus/vacancies.aspx 

Listen out!  We have been helping out Radio Scotland’s Out of Doors programme with an 

enquiry this week and thanks to those in the North East who helped.  Programme presenter 

Mark Stephen had spotted several beautiful flowering fields in his area.  The fields were 

cover crops of phacelia.  A grower has been identified and listen out for the interview when 

the programme is broadcast a week on Saturday (15 August), starting at 6.30am. 

Women in Agriculture – Innovation in Lockdown webinar Three inspirational speakers 

lined up for this event, taking place on Tuesday 25 August at 10am. 

Hear from June Geyer of Geyer Plant Services based in Dunfermline. The main 

operations are engineering in agriculture and construction while running a beef and 

arable unit. 

Elspeth Goldie from Craighead Nurseries, Mauchline, runs a day care nursery on a 

beef farm. As a result of the coronavirus pandemic her business had to close. During 

this concerning time Elspeth set up a parents ’ support group to ensure help was 

available.  

Final speaker will be Debs Roberts from Farmton Farm, Perthshire. Debs runs an 

organic beef and cereals farm. She also works off farm with SOPA (Scottish Organics 
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Producers Association). Debs formed a Ladies Lambing Buddy Network during 

lockdown with her daughter. It now has 6500 members. They have also launched The 

Cowgirls Uk network. 

Sign up at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-in-agriculture-scotland-innovation-through-

lock-down-tickets-114901551634 

Dare To Diversify!  Kilmarnock and North Ayrshire & Cumbrae branches invite all members 

to join them on Tuesday 25 August at 7pm via Zoom to hear Duncan McConchie of Laggan 

Outdoor and GG’s Yard, share his diversification story. Starting as an outdoor activity centre 

the site at Gatehouse of Fleet now has the longest zip wire in Europe, luxury 

accommodation and GG's Yard, a bespoke event space. (https://www.lagganoutdoor.co.uk 

https://ggsyard.co.uk/ ) 

REGISTER AT - 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoduirqTojG9UWsrDpEWpUGwxkSx02Q8e7 

CLOSING NEXT WEEK – Self-catering fund Farmers and crofters diversifying into agri-

tourism might want to investigate the Scottish Government's Self-Catering grant. 

The Self-Catering grant, administered by VisitScotland, is now open for applications on a 

first come first served basis, closing 10 August at 5pm. 

Details at: https://www.visitscotland.org/supporting-your-business/funding/coronavirus-self-

catering-support 

Supporting Mental Health and Wellbeing – Please complete the survey A research 

project at Robert Gordon University (RGU) which explores the mental wellbeing of 

Scotland’s farmers needs your 

help.  

A team of researchers from RGU’s 

School of Health Sciences and 

NHS Grampian Public Health, NFU 

Scotland and a local farmer, have 

been working with the farming 

community to explore their 

experiences of mental wellbeing 

and to co-design an intervention 

aimed at enhancing the wellbeing 

of the farming population.  The survey, closing on 16 August, is available at: 

https://robertgordonuniversity.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/farmers-wellbeing 
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Lorna Paterson, Regional Manager added: “I would urge all farmers to engage and respond 

to this survey as soon as possible and before harvest work reaches its peak. Our farmers’ 

mental health generally is under severe pressure, and this has escalated due to Covid-19. 

“We need to find practical and simple avenues to allow our farmers to speak freely and in 

confidence about their problems, and this survey gives farmers the scope to suggest what 

their preferred methods would be, in order to achieve this.” 

Power of attorney – listen to the pod! A fantastic 54 members joined our podcast with 

Gillespie Macandrew this week looking at business planning, powers of attorney etc.  

Thanks for a good range of questions which were all answered live by Eilidh Adams of 

Gillespie MacAndrew.  Here is a link to a short podcast on powers of attorney. 

https://www.gillespiemacandrew.co.uk/knowledge-centre/news/2020/powers-of-attorney-

podcast/ 
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