
 

 

 

Coronavirus update - 27 March 2020 

Be Supported. Be Rewarded. Be United. 

Stop Press – NFU Scotland now has a dedicated channel on its website on 

coronavirus.  For Business Guides, key contacts and Frequently Asked Questions regarding 

the virus visit:  https://www.nfus.org.uk/coronavirus.aspx  

Given the unprecedented impact that the coronavirus pandemic is having, the focus of the 

Weekly Review for the 

foreseeable future will be 

on the disease and NFU 

Scotland’s 

response.  NFU 

Scotland reminds you 

that we are here for you. 

No matter what the 

problem, no matter what 

the issue, if you are a 

member, we should be 

the first number you call. 

To speak to someone at head office call 0131 472 4000 or email: info@nfus.org.uk  

As well as following NFU Scotland on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, we urge you to 

download the NFU Scotland phone app from your app store. 

Please keep following Government advice at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-

covid-19-information-for-the-public 

Union COVID-19 Action  

Letter available for farm workers travelling Farmers, crofters and farm workers who need 

to be able to travel back and forth from work can download and print off a letter to show to 

any authorities who stop them. Farm workers are vital workers and need to be able to travel 

freely for their work.  

Download the letter template from 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirusqa/guidance-for-employers.aspx  
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Farm job matching for newly unemployed With a high number of people losing their jobs 

due to the Corona virus, and a large number of farmers and growers losing access to 

seasonal workers, NFU Scotland launched a web-based service to match the two.  

The web-based service can be found at: https://www.nfus.org.uk/coronavirus/employment-

opportunities-on-farms.aspx  

For those businesses looking to recruit, there is a labour requirement form to complete and 

return to NFUS allowing details to be added to an interactive map of employment 

opportunities.  For those looking for employment, they are asked to apply using the contact 

details provided by each farm on the website. 

Calls for greater clarity on vital workers NFU Scotland, as part of a joint letter with 

industry bodies, called for the Scottish Government and local authorities to clarify who they 

should define as key workers, to support the supply of food across the country. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/covid-19-food-and-drink-businesses-asked-to-reduce-

staffing-to-bare-essentials  

Keep children safe on farm during Covid-19 With many farmers and crofters’ children 

home from school for the foreseeable future, the Union is encouraging everyone to employ 

the highest safety measures when children are on farm.  

It is important to set up clear boundaries for children when they are on farm, making sure 

they are only there when they can be properly supervised and there is no work going on 

which could be considered dangerous.  It is also critical that provision is put in place to social 

distance from workers or delivery personnel who are not members of the immediate 

household. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/keep-children-safe-on-farm-during-school-closures  

For more information on child safety on farm go to https://www.yellowwellies.org/child-safety-

on-farms-2/  

Further guidance can be found on HSE’s website 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/children.htm  

Public urged to be responsible if accessing farmland As the Government limit the public 

to one outing of exercise a day, many farmers and crofters have found an increase in the 

public accessing their land.  

The Union has called for those looking to access farmland to be responsible, adhere to the 

access code, keep their dogs under control (especially as it is the start of calving and 

lambing), and to still adhere to social distancing.  
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It is important for the public to understand that farming activities are food production and 

these must continue during Covid-19. NFU Scotland is asking the public to ensure that their 

behaviour does not make farming activities any more difficult than it already is in these 

unprecedented times. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/public-asked-to-exercise-responsibly-when-on-farmland  

Changes for due MOTs A temporary MOT extension will be applied to car, motorcycles and 

vans in response to Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

All cars, vans and motorcycles which would usually require an MOT will be exempt from 

needing a test from 30 March 2020. The legislation will be introduced from March 30 2020, 

and will last for 12 months. 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17555/extension-of-mots-for-cars-

motorbikes-and-vans-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19  

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) has suspended annual MOTs for all 

lorries, buses and trailers for up to 3 months from 21 March 2020. 

All vehicles must be maintained, kept roadworthy and operate within the terms of the 

operator’s licence conditions. 

All lorries, buses or trailers with an MOT will be issued with a 3-month certificate of 

temporary exemption (CTE) until further notice. In most cases, your vehicle or trailer will 

automatically be issued an exemption. You can check your MOT history online to confirm 

this (see: https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history) 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17554/suspension-of-mots-for-heavy-

vehicles-lorries-buses-and-trailers-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19  

Fallen stock collection NFU Scotland has been in touch with the National Fallen Stock 

Company (NFSCo) and have been told that collections should be going on as normal.  

Members with stock to be collected should ensure that: 

• Fallen stock are placed in a bio secure way to ensure distance from people and 

livestock. 

• Farmers should avoid physical contact with collectors. 

NFU Scotland have contacted the Scottish Government to ensure they are monitoring any 

possible disruption to fallen stock services. 

Vital works still being done Despite many being off work there are still some who have 

vital work to do to keep the country ticking over. This includes SP Energy Network workers 

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/public-asked-to-exercise-responsibly-when-on-farmland
https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17555/extension-of-mots-for-cars-motorbikes-and-vans-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17555/extension-of-mots-for-cars-motorbikes-and-vans-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history
https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17554/suspension-of-mots-for-heavy-vehicles-lorries-buses-and-trailers-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nfus.org.uk/nfuscontent/business-guides/17554/suspension-of-mots-for-heavy-vehicles-lorries-buses-and-trailers-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19


who may still be accessing farmland in order to do critical line inspections at the moment to 

keep lines and service operational.  

Utility providers such as Scottish Power are part of the critical national effort in keeping 

homes and businesses such as farms connected in these unprecedented times. Utility 

companies have advised that they have scaled back to only work which that is required to 

keep line services operational. Utility workers will adhere to social distancing rules-famers 

and crofters are asked to be aware of the potential for their presence, be accommodating of 

this and stay away wherever practicable. 

Muirburn urged to be suspended NFU Scotland has joined calls from Scottish Land and 

Estates for moorland managers, crofters and hill farmers not to undertake any more 

muirburn for the rest of this season due to Covid-19. 

During these difficult times for our emergency services, it has been widely agreed that even 

the small risk of a fire getting out of control is too much to risk. Scottish Fire and Rescue 

Service (SFRS) potentially would not be available and so a wildfire may not be controlled, or 

an ambulance or hospital bed may not be available to treat anyone injured. 

In other news…. 

BVD measures showing signs of success The BVD Phase 5 measures, under the 

Scottish BVD scheme, are showing early signs of success according to new figures.  

Since the start of Phase 5 on 1 December 2019, Scotland’s cattle keepers have tested 

56,627 animals. In that period, 33 Persistently Infected animals (PIs) have been identified 

and 80 have been removed, showing that the new rules are having an affect in discouraging 

the keeping of PIs. 

Additional rules are also set to come in on 18 May, requiring any suspected PI animal to be 

housed and isolated.  It is believed that this additional measure under Phase 5 of the 

scheme will not only serve to protect the national herd against further infection, but it will also 

serve as a deterrent against keeping PI.   

https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/bvd-phase-5-showing-early-success-with-additional-

measures-set-for-18-may  
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