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AUDITORY BIRD SCARERS AND RESPONSIBLE USE 

 

Summary 

• It is vital to only use auditory scarers where they are justified and most effective.  

• Manage the use of scarers to ensure they remain as effective as possible, this 

includes the timing of intervals between scarers being fired, working with 

neighbours to co-ordinate scarer use and only using scarers during the day. 

• There is no specific legislation regarding the use of scarers, but it is important to 

be considerate when using scarers. This includes positioning scarers where it will 

inflict least impact on neighbours and access takers, using baffles to direct noise 

away from neighbours, using signs, and opting to not use the scarer on Sundays.  

 

Background 

1. Bird scarers and deterrents can be both auditory and visual and are an essential 

tool for farmers in protecting crops against bird damage. However, it is important 

to manage the use of auditory scarers to safeguard their effectiveness. 

Furthermore, members are reminded that they can cause disturbance to the 

public, so their use should follow best practice to ensure that their impact is 

minimised. 
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2. There is no specific legislation relating to the use of bird scarers. However, the 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 (Section 79) provides a mechanism for 

dealing with auditory nuisance such as bird scarers. In addition to this, the Land 

Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 introduced a requirement Scottish Government to 

provide guidance in engaging communities in decisions relating to land and 

provides the public with a statutory right of responsible access to land. 

 

Using the Right Scarer 

3. Steps can be taken to reduce the need for scarers, where practical, this may 

include using netting to protect crops, planting vulnerable crops near locations 

where birds are more likely to be disturbed, or opting for visual scarers before the 

use of auditory scarers. There are several types of visual deterrent available and 

these should be considered first. 

4. However, where the use of visual scarers is not practicable, or they are not 

effective, the use of auditory scarers may be necessary as a last resort. There are 

two main types of auditory scarers: 

4.1. Explosive-which use propane gas or a cartridge to cause a loud explosion, 

4.2. Amplified sirens or recorded distress calls. 

 

Ensuring Effectiveness 

5. Birds quickly become unresponsive to auditory scarers. To ensure they remain 

effective, consider:   

5.1. Where possible, combine their use with shooting, so that the noise is 

associated with real danger. Members using this method should ensure that 

they are familiar with General Licences relating to pest control,  

5.2. Move scarers regularly, to ensure that birds do not become used/immune to 

the noise, 

5.3. Ensure that scarers are regularly maintained and checked to confirm they are 

working properly. Consider providing nearby residential properties nearby 

with contact details to use if a scarer fails or misfires. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/section/79#extent-S
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/18/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/18/contents
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5.4. Set intervals to ensure they do not fire more than four times per hour, this is 

to get maximum use of the scarer and to minimise nuisance noise, 

5.5. Consider when or where the crop is most vulnerable and adapt use of the 

scarer to be most effective. 

6. If birds become unresponsive to the noise of the scarer, consider using a different 

noise. 

 

Responsible Use - Impact on Those Living Nearby 

7. To ensure that the impact of auditory scarers on those living nearby is minimised, 

members are advised to comply with the following: 

7.1. Where practicable, try to site scarers in locations where there are no 

residential properties, offices, schools, or hospitals nearby, 

7.2. If this is not possible, ensure that scarers are placed as far as is practicable 

from those that they may disturb, 

7.3. Direct scarers away from houses, and use ‘baffles’ (such as those made of 

straw bales or corrugated material) to muffle sound,  

7.4. Avoid using scarers before 7am if within 200m of neighbours, or before 6am 

elsewhere, when sunrise is earlier. Do not use after dark or 10pm when 

sunset is later, or on Sundays. 

8. Further steps to mitigate nuisance to neighbours include: 

8.1. Consider the prevailing wind direction, land topography, and vegetative cover 

to limit how much sound is carried. 

8.2. Do not set scarers to trigger more than four times per hour, have regard to the 

combined impact where neighbouring farmers are using them (reports from a 

multiple discharge gun should count as one if heard within 30 seconds). 

8.3. Where multiple scarers are used, ensure that their combined effect does not 

cause a nuisance. 
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Responsible Use - Impact on Those Exercising Access Rights 

9. In Scotland, the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 provides the public with a 

statutory right of responsible access to land. Public access to the countryside has 

become widespread.   

10. Therefore, members should carefully consider the potential impact of auditory 

scarers on public taking access for the purposes of sport or recreation, 

considering the following: 

10.1. Display signage alerting the public to the presence of scarers, 

10.2. Locate signage at obvious points of public access and ensure that they 

are removed when not in use, 

10.3. Where possible, locate scarers away from heavily used informal access 

paths, or formally recognised paths such Core Paths, 

10.4. Do not position scarers near roads or paths used by horse riders as 

they can cause horses to spook or bolt. 

 


