
Orkney - Steven Sandison 
completes annual carbon audits. 
They identify ways that farms 
can reduce emissions, help 
to improve efficiencies and 
benchmark progress.

Lothians – Bill Gray added grass 
margins and hedges to enhance 
biodiversity. Wildlife corridors 
support insects, provide safe places 
to nest and hibernate, and protect 
against surface run-off and soil 
erosion.  

Mid Scotland – Martin Kennedy 
uses a structured grazing 
system. Grazing cattle and sheep 
stimulate grass growth which can 
increase levels of soil carbon 
sequestration.

West Scotland - Willie Harper 
introduced woodland onto non-
productive land areas. Both 
forestry and food production 
are effective ways to increase 
carbon sequestration and 
biodiversity.  

North East – David and Nicola 
Barron use a hydrogen electrolyser 
on their tractor that works alongside 
conventional fossil fuels. Adaptions 
can be made to existing engines 
or new technology used to reduce 
emissions.

South of Scotland - Scott 
Shearlaw reduces emissions by 
improving soils. Healthy soils are 
better at recycling nutrients, store 
more water helping to reduce 
flooding, increase biodiversity and 
require fewer inputs.  

South of Scotland – Kate and Ed 
Rowell introduced clover and other 
species into grass pastures to provide 
high energy protein silages for animal 
feed. Higher quality silage reduces the 
need to buy in feeds and nutrients. 
Grass is the most sustainable feed 
grown on farms.

Central – John Brown invested 
in data technology to manage 
inputs in the production process. 
By using weigh systems and data, 
technology can drive individual 
animal performance, increases 
welfare and delivers efficiencies. 

Highlands – Stephen and 
Sheena Mackenzie invested in 
renewables including a hydro 
scheme. Farms are reducing 
the use of fossil fuels by using 
renewably generated energy on 
site and exporting it to the grid.

Scotland’s farmers are committed to sustainable food production, tackling climate change and enabling biodiversity to 
flourish. NFU Scotland, Quality Meat Scotland and SAC Consulting held a series of pre COP26 fact-finding farm visits 
for local MPs, MSPs and Councillors to demonstrate examples of sustainable farming across Scotland. The nine farms 
below represent just a snapshot of the work already underway by the sector to help to tackle climate change and support 
biodiversity.

#farmingforthefuture
NFUS: https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/farm-visits-to-shine-spotlight-on-scotlands-sustainable-food-production
QMS: https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/qms_cop_toolkit.pdf
SAC: https://www.farmingforabetterclimate.org/case_studies_what_have_others_done/


