Policy Review

(ess Favoured Areas

Proposals

In October 2020, the NFU Scotland Less
Favored Areas Committee published a
policy document titled ‘Less Favoured
Areas — Delivering for Scotland’. This
document outlined the value of farming
and crofting in Scotland’s less favoured
areas (LFA).

NFU Scotland outlined the steps which
must be taken to provide a minimum
level of stability in order to secure the
multiple benefits from active farming and
crofting across Scotland’s challenging
landscapes.

It was proposed that the provisions
within the Agriculture (EU Retrained Law
and Data) (Scotland) Bill be used to
ensure the continuity of LFASS from the
2021 scheme year with a maintained £65
million budget. NFU Scotland proposed
that LFASS continues in its current form
until 2024 but that it is re-based on
livestock under the economic control of

applicants over a three-year rolling
average.

On LFASS 2020 NFU Scotland urged that
the Scottish Government used the
powers available in the new legislation to
effectively reinstate LFASS 2020
payments made in Spring 2021 to 100 per
cent of 2018 payments.

On voluntary coupled schemes,
specifically the Scottish Upland Sheep
Support Scheme, NFU Scotland
requested that the inspection and
penalty regime be improved by
introducing a warning system and
proportionate sanctions, rather than the
draconian penalties that have had the
possibility to be business-threatening.

In relation to the Scottish Suckler Beef
Support Scheme (SSBSS) NFU Scotland
proposed that there should also be
increased communication prior to the
SSBSS deadline to ensure that eligible
farming and crofting businesses know
when they can and should claim.



Engagement
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NFU Scotland proposes the continuation of the
Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme (SSBSS) in the coming years:

proposing

«  Thischange would e of the current
Islands,

support to smaller, developing, suckler herds

million budget and rebased to better

reflect current activity.

In order to communicate these priorities
NFU Scotland produced the 16 page
document highlighting the significant
socio-economic and environmental
benefits of LFA farming and crofting,
alongside a two page executive
summary.

To launch the document, NFU Scotland
officeholders and staff held a virtual
press conference with specialist
agricultural journalists, which resulted in
positive coverage in the Scottish Farmer,
Farmers Weekly, the Scotsman, the Press
and Journal and AgriLand.

NFU Scotland also produced a series of
infographics for use on social media,
highlighting calls made in relation to
LFASS and voluntary coupled schemes.
These received over a hundred
engagements (likes and shares) and
reached a wide audience.

NFU Scotland also had positive
engagement with politicians across the
political spectrum, with the LFA policy
document inspiring questions in the

Scottish Parliament.



Progress

Since the publication of the NFU Scotland LFA policy
document, there have been notable developments which
satisfy a number of NFU Scotland’s proposals.

Proposal

Result

NFU Scotland called for the full retention of the £65 million per annum Less
Favoured Areas Support Scheme from 2021 to 2024.

In November 2020 the Scottish Government laid secondary legislation
providing a legal basis for LFASS to run in 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024.

The legislation also stated that the payment rate in these years would be
“the same as the payment rate for the Scheme 2018 payment”. In January
2021 the Scottish Government’s budget committed to a clear £65 million
budget for LFASS.

Proposal

Result

NFU Scotland called for LFASS 2020 claimants to receive the equivalent of
100 per cent of their 2018 payment rates.

In January 2021 the Scottish Government paid LFASS 2020 at 40 per cent as
per retained EU legislation and topped this up with an additional payment
equivalent to 60 per cent of 2018 rates, ensuring the same level of funding
was delivered to LFA farmers and crofters.

Proposal

Result

NFU Scotland called for a move away from draconian penalties for voluntary
coupled schemes (SUSSS and SSBSS), and greater proportionality.

On 18 November 2020 at AgriScot, Cabinet Secretary Fergus Ewing
announced that the Scottish Government would be removing level 3, 4 and 5
penalties for these schemes — the toughest penalties that could be imposed
previously.

Proposal

Result

NFU Scotland called for improved communication ahead of the deadline for
the Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme.

The Scottish Government produced a number of social media posts to high
light the deadline for the Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme toward the
end of December 2020. NFU Scotland also published a news release
reminding eligible farmers and crofters to apply for this vital support.




